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Subject: United States -- Foreign relations -- Marshall Islands. Excerpt: . . . recent DOD assessments have
envisioned that access to Kwajalein would be needed well beyond 2016. He stated that DOD has not undertaken
any further review of the topic, and none is currently planned. This official also stated that, given the high
priority accorded to missile defense programs and to enhancing space operations and capabilities by the
current administration, and the inability to project the likely improvement in key technologies beyond 2023, the
need to extend the MUORA beyond 2016 is persuasive. He also emphasized that the U. S. government has
flexibility in that it can end its use of Kwajalein Atoll any time after 2023 by giving advance notice of 7 years and
making a termination payment. We have estimated that the total cost of this extension would be 3. 4 17 billion (
to cover years 2017 through 2086 ). The majority of this funding ( 2. 3 billion ) would be provided by the RMI
government to Kwajalein Atoll landowners, while the remainder ( 1. 1 billion ) would be used for development
and impact on Kwajalein Atoll. According to a State Department official, there are approximately 80
landowners. Four landowners receive one-third of the annual payment, which is based on acreage owned. This
landowner funding ( along with all other Kwajalein-related funds ) through 2023 would not be provided by DOD
but would instead continue as an Interior appropriation. Departmental responsibility for authorization and
appropriation for Kwajalein-related funding beyond 2023 has not been determined according to the
Department of State. Of note, the Kwajalein Atoll...
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