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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: . Unwillingly is the soul deprived of truth; but still they are
deceived. Large numbers are truly described by Swedenborg, who found hells whose occupants believed
themselves in heaven and sang praises therefor. Such praises we may hear in the loud laughter proceeding
from dens where paradise has been gained by the cheap charm of a glass of gin or a prostitute s caress.
Serpent finds its ideal in serpent. In heaven, says Swedenborg, we shall see things as they are. But it is the adage
of those who have lost their paradise, and eat still the dry dust of reality not raised by science; the general world
has not felt that divine curse, or it has been wiped away so that the most sensual fool may rejoice in feeling
himself God s darling, and pities the paganism of Plato. Man and beast are certain that they do see things as
they are. Maya s milk is tinctured from the poppies of her robe; untold millions of misgivings have been put to
sleep by her tender bounty; the waters that sustain her are those of Lethe. But beneath every illusive heaven
Nature stretches also an illusive hell. The poppies lose their force at last, and under the scourge of necessity
man wakes to find all his paradise of roses turned to briars. Maya s breast-fountains pass deeper than the
surface--from one flows soft Lethe, the other issues at last in Phlegethon. Fear is...
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