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need for alternative fuels. Further, the 2001 electricity shortages in California, the northeast-midwest blackout
of 2003, and continuing high natural gas prices have brought a new emphasis to the role that renewable energy
may play in producing electricity, displacing fossil fuel use, and curbing demand for power transmission
equipment. Also, worldwide emphasis on environmental problems of air and water pollution and global climate
change, the related development of clean energy technologies in western Europe and Japan, and technology
competitiveness may remain important influences on renewable energy policymaking. The Bush
Administration s FY2006 budget request for the Department of Energy s (DOE s) Renewable Energy Program
seeks $353.6 million, which is $32.4 million less than the FY2005 appropriation. The House passed H.R. 2419, the
Energy and Water (EW) appropriations bill for FY2006, which funds DOE s Energy Efficiency (Conservation) and
Renewable Energy programs. A new account structure does not provide a total figure for renewable .
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