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Language: English . Brand New Book. History enthusiasts and admirers of Team of Rivals will rejoice in this
magisterial account of the extraordinary Americans who served the nation s first chief executive: Together, they
created the presidency for a country disgusted by crowns and the people who would wear them. In 1789, as
George Washington became the first president of the United States, the world was all but certain that the
American experiment in liberty and representative government would founder. More than a few Americans
feared that the world was right. In Washington s Circle, we see how Washington and his trusted advisers, close
friends, and devoted family defied the doomsayers to lay the foundation for an enduring constitutional
republic. This is a fresh look at an aloof man whose service in the Revolutionary War had already earned him
the acclaim of fellow citizens. Washington was easy to revere, if difficult to know. David S. Heidler and Jeanne T.
Heidler reveal Washington s character through his relationship with his inner circle, showing how this unlikely
group created the office of the presidency. Here is a story of cooperation, confrontation, triumph, and
disappointment, as the president, Congress, and the courts sorted out the limits of executive power, quarreled
over funding the government, coped with domestic strife, and faced a world at war while trying to keep their
country at peace. Even more, it is a story of remarkable people striving for extraordinary achievements. Many
of these characters are familiar as historic icons, but in these pages they act and speak as living individuals: the
often irked and frequently irksome John Adams, in the vice presidency; the mercurial Alexander Hamilton,
leading the Treasury Department; the brilliant,...
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