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all pioneers went west. Elizabeth Blackwell, the first female doctor in America, was one of this intrepid band.
Another was Charles Sumner, who enrolled at the Sorbonne because of a burning desire to know more about
everything. There he saw black students with the same ambition he had, and when he returned home, he would
become the most powerful, unyielding voice for abolition in the U.S. Senate, almost at the cost of his life. Two
staunch friends, James Fenimore Cooper and Samuel F. B. Morse, worked unrelentingly every day in Paris,
Cooper writing and Morse painting what would be his masterpiece. From something he saw in France, Morse
would also bring home his momentous idea for the telegraph. Pianist Louis Moreau Gottschalk from New
Orleans launched his spectacular career performing in Paris at age 15. George P. A. Healy, who had almost no
money and little education, took the gambile of a lifetime and with no prospects whatsoever in Paris became
one of the most celebrated portrait painters of the day. His subjects included Abraham Lincoln. Medical...
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