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.and women in distress or from performing those elementary
duties of kindness and compassion which are presented to us
every day. This is the great commandment of the law, and it is
so great that, if broken, the keeping of the other
commandments is of no account. No doubt the priest and the
Levite had duties to perform, and probably they were religious
duties. Very likely the priest was going down to Jericho to preach
to the inhabitants of that wicked city on the error of their ways
and the Levite was going with him to read the lesson. We
instinctively feel that the passing by of the wounded man
rendered that service of no account, and we cannot help
wondering what the priest preached about that morning--
probably a sermon on the discipline and rites of the Church, or
on the frame of mind...
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