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bond of restrictive laws. All the reproaches which are showered on the head of the right honourable baronet
and his recent converts around me, at least fall harmless. | have always asserted that the Tory party was really
the democratic party. | have always asserted that the principles of free trade were exclusively Tory principles.
When the prime minister reformed the tariff in 1842, | showed that he was acting in perfect harmony with the
principles of Mr. Pitt, and of all sound Tory policy. | said in 1843 that | would reserve to myself, with regard to
the details of the Corn Laws, the most unbounded licence. | argued that these laws were not to be defended as
part of a system of protection; | declared that they were an exception to the general principle of free trade; and,
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