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Washington, May 16-21, 1892 The peculiar circumstances under which | assume this position will, | am sure, be
sufficient to excuse the desultoriness of the few remarks which, on so short notice, | have been able to throw
together for your consideration this evening. When, but a few days ago, | found that the duties of this position
would devolve on me, it chanced that my mind was already occupied, to some extent, with a line of thought
which | at once saw was the only one on which | could hope to be in the least prepared to speak on this
occasion. In developing this line of thought, as best | could in the few days left me, under the pressure of other
absorbing duties, it has presented itself to me under two phases, and | have hesitated which phase I should
make most prominent by letting it give a name to my theme. Under one phase my subject would be, The public
library of the future; this subject has peculiar fascinations for the castle-builder, and derives great interest from
the marvelous development of library interests in the recent past, pointing to still greater things in the near
future; but one must needs hesitate to assume the role of prophet when it is noted how rapidly the conditions,
both physical and social, on which predictions must be based, are changing. Only a seer may venture to
forecast the future, otherwise than by a careful study of present indications and past progress....
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